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HEINRICH BOLL



PREFACE

Heinrich B6ll was not only an extraordinary writer, he was
an important and audible voice in socio-political debates
in post-war Germany: An intellectual in the public domain
who commits himself to a cause, who gets involved, who
over decades became the conscience of the nation. With
that, he was an exceptional phenomenon in Germany. In
France, the public intellectual, the writer or, more generally,
the artist who puts his oar in the debates of the time and
who, if need be, takes sides belongs to the fundamental
elements of the republic.

The exceptional phenomenon that is Heinrich Boll is missing
today. We sorely need him in the face of current developments
in Germany and in Europe where the accomplishments of
the Enlightenment that were hard fought for over centuries,
from human rights to a living democracy whose actors and
entities are trusted by citizens, are increasingly being

challenged. Heinrich B&ll, in a classic way, was an advocate
for enlightenment and humanism. To him, the benchmark of
a liberal society was its dignified treatment of every single
person with their distinctive features. His thoughts and
contemplations are, especially in this day and age, almost
alarmingly topical.

This selection of quotations and thoughts from his works
aims to illustrate the impact and the legacy of Heinrich
Boll. However, most of all, they are intended to inspire
thinking which, at best, leads to actions, in line with the
tradition of aphorisms in the Age of Enlightenment. OQur
foundation is dedicated to the thoughts and actions of its
namesake Heinrich Boll. His exemplary dedication spurs us
on to fight for the dignity of each and every person, for their
fundamental rights and to stand up for a living democracy.

Paris, décembre 2017
Jens Althoff
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Frankfurter Vorlesungen, 1964, p. 142
( : Werke. Kolner Ausgabe. vol. 14, p. 84)
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Frankfurter Vorlesungen, 1964, p. 142
( : Werke. Kdlner Ausgabe. vol. 14, p. 84)

I act on the
assumption that
language, love, a sense of
connectedness
make humans

human.



Die Inkonsequenzen des Christoff Sanktjorg, 1936 Die Inkonsequenzen des Christoff Sanktjorg, 1936
( : Werke. Kdlner Ausgabe. vol. 1, p. 26) ( : Werke. Kdlner Ausgabe. vol. 1, p. 26)

ad dod Jlal Money has no heart.



Die Botschaft, 1947
( : Werke. Kdlner Ausgabe. vol. 3, p. 156)
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Die Botschaft, 1947
( : Werke. Kdlner Ausgabe. vol. 3, p. 156)

I knew then that
the war would never be
over, never, as long as
somewhere a wound it had
inflicted still bled.



Bekenntnis zur Triimmerliteratur, 1952
( : Werke. Kdlner Ausgabe. vol. 6, p. 62)
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Bekenntnis zur Triimmerliteratur, 1952
( : Werke. Kdlner Ausgabe. vol. 6, p. 62)

It is our task to
remember that the human
being exists not only in

order to be managed.



Der Zeitgenosse und die Wirklichkeit, 1954 Der Zeitgenosse und die Wirklichkeit, 1954
( : Werke. Kolner Ausgabe. vol. 7, p. 381) ( : Werke. Kdlner Ausgabe. vol. 7, p. 381)

Lasl g LWL Our imagination, too, is
R IT-EN real.



Der Zeitgenosse und die Wirklichkeit, 1954 Der Zeitgenosse und die Wirklichkeit, 1954
( : Werke. Kdlner Ausgabe. vol. 7, p. 380) ( : Werke. Kdlner Ausgabe. vol. 7, p. 380)

Sl ol There is nothing that
Lo does not concern us.



Heldengedenktag, 1957
( : Werke. KéIner Ausgabe. vol. 10, p. 516)
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Heldengedenktag, 1957
( : Werke. Kdlner Ausgabe. vol. 10, p. 516)

Big numbers
facilitate the indifference
of our contemporaries:
millions murdered,
millions killed as soldiers,
millions have died on
countryroads
as refugees.



Die Spurlosen, 1957
( : Werke. KéIner Ausgabe. vol. 10, p. 309)
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Die Spurlosen, 1957
( : Werke. Kdlner Ausgabe. vol. 10, p. 309)

We tend to not hold
ourselves accountable
enough when it
comes to how much
dissappointment we cause

others.



Die Spurlosen, 1957
: Werke. KéIner Ausgabe. vol. 10, p. 313)
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Die Spurlosen, 1957
( : Werke. Kolner Ausgabe. vol. 10, p. 313)

How much one has aged
can be seen
in the faces of those
one knew in youth.



Irisches Tagebuch, 1957
: Werke. KéIner Ausgabe. vol. 10, p. 230)
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Irisches Tagebuch, 1957
( : Werke. Kdlner Ausgabe. vol. 10, p. 230)

When God
created time, he made
enough of it.



Verstehen wir uns, 1957 Verstehen wir uns, 1957
: Werke. KéIner Ausgabe. vol. 10, p. 278) ( : Werke. Kdlner Ausgabe. vol. 10, p. 278)

65 38 Olels Words can turn
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GroBeltern gesucht, 1958 GroBeltern gesucht, 1958
( : Werke. Kdlner Ausgabe. vol. 10, p. 35) ( : Werke. Kdlner Ausgabe. vol. 10, p. 35)
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Bilanz, 1958
: Werke. Kolner Ausgabe. vol. 10, p. 407)
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Bilanz, 1958
( : Werke. KéIner Ausgabe. vol. 10, p. 407)

There are some things
that only become terrible
once they are spoken

aloud.



Billard um halb zehn, 1959
: Werke. KéIner Ausgabe. vol. 11, p. 29)
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Billard um halb zehn, 1959
( : Werke. Kélner Ausgabe. vol. 11, p. 29)

What use is discretion
when nothing is left
that needs to be treated

discretely?



Billard um halb zehn, 1959
: Werke. KéIner Ausgabe. vol. 11, p. 104)
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Billard um halb zehn, 1959
: Werke. KéIner Ausgabe. vol. 11, p. 104)

I am an artist,
committed to
non-conformity.



Billard um halb zehn, 1959
( : Werke. KéIner Ausgabe. vol. 11, p. 276)
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Billard um halb zehn, 1959
( : Werke. Kolner Ausgabe. vol. 11, p. 276)

Order makes up half of
life - what might the
other half consist of?



Vorsicht Biicher, 1959 Vorsicht Biicher, 1959
: Werke. KéIner Ausgabe. vol. 10, p. 546) ( : Werke. Kdlner Ausgabe. vol. 10, p. 546)

4L S Everything written
LS Lo is written
.Ll)gA.J.i A against death.



Die Sprache als Hort der Freiheit, 1959
( : Werke. KéIner Ausgabe. vol. 10, p. 537)
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Die Sprache als Hort der Freiheit, 1959
Werke. Kélner Ausgabe. vol. 10, p. 537)

Language can be the
last refuge of
freedom.



Die Sprache als Hort der Freiheit, 1959
( : Werke. KéIner Ausgabe. vol. 10, p. 537)
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Die Sprache als Hort der Freiheit, 1959
( : Werke. Kdlner Ausgabe. vol. 10, p. 537)

It is far from a
coincidence that where
the mind is perceived as
dangerous, it is always

the books that are banned
first, and the newspapers,
journals, and radio
that undergo strict
censorship.



Die Sprache als Hort der Freiheit, 1959
( : Werke. KéIner Ausgabe. vol. 10, p. 537)
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Die Sprache als Hort der Freiheit, 1959
( : Werke. Kdlner Ausgabe. vol. 10, p. 537)

In all states under the
reign of terror, the word
is almost feared more
than armed resistance and
oftentimes, the latter is
the consequence

of the first.



Die Sprache als Hort der Freiheit, 1959
( : Werke. KéIner Ausgabe. vol. 10, p. 538)
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Die Sprache als Hort der Freiheit, 1959
( : Werke. Kdlner Ausgabe. vol. 10, p. 538)

Words, when used to
arbitrarily classify
a group of fellow citizens,
can lead to
their undoing.



Uber den Roman, 1960
( : Werke. Kolner Ausgabe. vol. 12, p.57)
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Uber den Roman, 1960

( : Werke. Kdlner Ausgabe. vol. 12, p. 57)

Progress is utterly
humourless because
it is at the mercy

of optimists.



Werkstattgesprach mit Horst Bienek, 1961
( : Werke. Kolner Ausgabe. vol. 24, p. 84)

Werkstattgesprach mit Horst Bienek, 1961
( : Werke. Kdlner Ausgabe. vol. 24, p. 84)

Where freedom is under
threat, so is language,
and vice versa.



Werkstattgesprach mit Horst Bienek, 1961
( : Werke. Kolner Ausgabe. vol. 24, p. 84)
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Werkstattgesprach mit Horst Bienek, 1961
( : Werke. Kdlner Ausgabe. vol. 24, p. 84)

The threat always begins
with language rules,
and then moves on
to the visual arts.



Ansichten eines Clowns, 1963
: Werke. Kdlner Ausgabe. vol. 13, p. 231)
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Ansichten eines Clowns, 1963
: Werke. Kolner Ausgabe. vol. 13, p. 231)

[ am a clown and 1
collect moments.



Ansichten eines Clowns, 1963
: Werke. Kdlner Ausgabe. vol. 13, p. 97)
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Ansichten eines Clowns, 1963
( : Werke. Kdlner Ausgabe. vol. 13, p. 97)

It is necessary for me to
enjoy a thing, otherwise
[ fall ill.



Poesie des Alltaglichen, 1964
( : Werke. Kdlner Ausgabe. vol. 14, p. 131 sq.)
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Poesie des Alltadglichen, 1964
( : Werke. Kolner Ausgabe. vol. 14, p. 131 sq.)

When it truly turns cold,
will someone muster up
the courage to break up

the furniture into firewood
and, when the mundane

everyday is no longer a
matter of course, take in

the refugees?



Entfernung von der Truppe, 1964
( : Werke. KéIner Ausgabe. vol. 14, p. 239)
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Entfernung von der Truppe, 1964
( : Werke. Kdlner Ausgabe. vol. 14, p. 239)

While foolishness
is grim enough, even
more grim is foolishness
committed in vain.



Stichworte, 1965
( : Werke. KéIner Ausgabe. vol. 14, p. 305)
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Stichworte, 1965
( : Werke. Kdlner Ausgabe. vol. 14, p. 305)

Politics are neither a
science, nor an art, they
are not even a craft; they
are a pragmatism that
orients itself afresh from
one day to the next and
which must endeavor to
match up power with its
possibilities.



Epitaph fiir Walter Widmer, 1965
( : Werke. KéIner Ausgabe. vol. 14, p. 325)
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Epitaph fiir Walter Widmer, 1965
( : Werke. Kdlner Ausgabe. vol. 14, p. 325)

Those who love
language know that it is
the most human part of
human beings and that

therefore, it can also
become the most terrible

expression of a human

being’s inhumanity.



Adenauers Zeit und unsere Zeit, 1965 Adenauers Zeit und unsere Zeit, 1965
: Werke. KéIner Ausgabe. vol. 14, p. 346) ( : Werke. Kdlner Ausgabe. vol. 14, p. 346)

To remember is an
artform, to write
is another.
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Die Freiheit der Kunst, 1966
( : Werke. Kdlner Ausgabe. vol. 15, p. 210)
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Die Freiheit der Kunst, 1966
( : Werke. KoIner Ausgabe. vol. 15, p. 210)

Nobody can dictate how
far art is permitted to go
or how far it should have

been permitted to go in
advance; thus it must go

too far in order to find
out how far it may go,
how much freedom it can
claim despite the leash it
is bound to.



Die Freiheit der Kunst, 1966 Die Freiheit der Kunst, 1966
: Werke. KéIner Ausgabe. vol. 15, p. 210) ( : Werke. Kdlner Ausgabe. vol. 15, p. 210)
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Die Freiheit der Kunst, 1966
( : Werke. Kdlner Ausgabe. vol. 15, p. 214)
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Die Freiheit der Kunst, 1966
( : Werke. KoIner Ausgabe. vol. 15, p. 214)

Prometheus did not
bring down fire from
heaven so that sausage
stands could go about

their business.



Kein Schreihals vom Dienst, 1967
( : Werke. Kdlner Ausgabe. vol. 24, p. 124)
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Kein Schreihals vom Dienst, 1967
( : Werke. KoIner Ausgabe. vol. 24, p. 124)

There is a major
disadvantage to being
privileged: it obstructs

one’s view and creates an
aura of aloofness.



Studenten haben den lingeren Atem, 1969
( : Werke. Kdlner Ausgabe. vol. 16, p. 36)
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Studenten haben den lingeren Atem, 1969
( : Werke. Kdlner Ausgabe. vol. 16, p. 36)

The nation’s anger is
always sparked in the
wrong moment and at the

wrong subject matter.



Deutsche Meisterschaft, 1969
( : Werke. Kdlner Ausgabe. vol. 16, p. 76)

Syl Gas Le Ladls
2055 il HLIEYL 0
232 i€ Dol oaxio

Deutsche Meisterschaft, 1969
( : Werke. Kdlner Ausgabe. vol. 16, p. 76)

Changes in the world
and in society are always
effected by minorities
who have considered what
has been placed in front
of them and determined
that it is not worth their

respect.



Deutsche Meisterschaft, 1969
: Werke. Kdlner Ausgabe. vol. 16, p. 78)

Deutsche Meisterschaft, 1969
: Werke. Kdlner Ausgabe. vol. 16, p. 78)

We live in a present
that contains all
that is past.



Gewalten, die auf der Bank liegen, 1972

( : Werke. KéIner Ausgabe. vol. 18, p. 153)
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Gewalten, die auf der Bank liegen, 1972
( : Werke. KoIner Ausgabe. vol. 18, p. 153)

Hence there is not
only force on the streets,
force in bombs, pistols,
bludgeons and stones;
some force and forces lie
in banks and are dealt in
at high prices on stock

exchanges.



Die Raubtiere laufen frei herum, 1974
: Werke. Kdlner Ausgabe. vol. 18, p. 286)
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Die Raubtiere laufen frei herum, 1974

( : Werke. Kdlner Ausgabe. vol. 18, p. 286)

A nation’s confessions
are reflected in its
constitution.



Ein Jahrhundert wird besichtigt, 1977
( : Werke. Kolner Ausgabe. vol. 20, p. 93)

Ein Jahrhundert wird besichtigt, 1977
( : Werke. Kdlner Ausgabe. vol. 20, p. 93)

The circumstance that
heretics are no longer
burnt at the stake, we
indeed only owe to the few
heretics who survived.



Widerstand muss heute darin bestehen, 1983
( : Werke. Kdlner Ausgabe. vol. 22, p. 211)
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Widerstand muss heute darin hestehen, 1983
( : Werke. KoIner Ausgabe. vol. 22, p. 211)

No right falls into one’s
lap, it needs to be claimed.

And that demands
courage.



Das groBe Menschen-Fressen, 1976
( : Werke. KéIner Ausgabe. vol. 19, p. 313)
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Das groBe Menschen-Fressen, 1976
( : Werke. Kdlner Ausgabe. vol. 19, p. 313)

It is easily said that
numbers speak for
themselves. Big numbers
tend to rather conceal
than disclose. When it
comes to human lives,
‘one’ is still the digit and
number that strikes a

chord with us.



Brokdorf und Wyhl, 1976
( : Werke. Kolner Ausgabe. vol. 19, p. 359)
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Brokdorf und Wyhl, 1976
( : Werke. KéIner Ausgabe. vol. 19, p. 359)

Behind the beautiful
term growth, borrowed
from the organic world,

stands a relentless
ideology in which ‘value’
means material value.



Widerstand muss heute darin bestehen, 1983
( : Werke. Kdlner Ausgabe. vol. 22, p. 206)
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Widerstand muss heute darin bestehen, 1983
( : Werke. KoIner Ausgabe. vol. 22, p. 206)

A right which is not
exercised dies off;

freedom which is not

availed, of withers away.



Auch einen Zuhilter retten, 1981
( : Werke. Kdlner Ausgabe. vol. 20, p. 688)
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Auch einen Zuhilter retten, 1981
( : Werke. KoIner Ausgabe. vol. 20, p. 688)

In my view, human lives
must be saved wherever
they can be saved. And no
institution that is capable
of saving a life may be
selective on the open sea.
In effect, that would mean
to arbitrarily sentence

people to death.



Poesie des Tuns, 1984
( : Werke. Kdlner Ausgabe. vol. 23, p. 162-164)
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Poesie des Tuns, 1984
( : Werke. Kdlner Ausgabe. vol. 23, p. 162-164)

We are talked into
believing that compassion
belongs into the area
of sentiment. That is
a lie. Compassion is a
tremendous force, a vast
energy, and a creative

imagination is also part of

compassion.



Das Jahrhundert der Fliichtlinge, 1984
( : Werke. Kdlner Ausgabe. vol. 20, p. 268-269)
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Das Jahrhundert der Fliichtlinge, 1984
( : Werke. KéIner Ausgabe. vol. 20, p. 268-269)

I think that our century,
when it eventually is given
a name, will be called the

century of refugees.



Poesie des Tuns, 1984
( : Werke. KéIner Ausgabe. vol. 23, p. 163)

sl glist
e b liclio] Holgb
(28lg do ol
ol cableill sac cU3Ss
iS5 nlall gl
Oolall oo ST dggew
9 Jass 3l dablezal
dodie 555 Lolols

Poesie des Tuns, 1984
( : Werke. Kdlner Ausgabe. vol. 23, p. 163)

I am under the
impression that we
are being talked into
believing that the age of
humanitarianism is over,
the age of compassion
is over. Hard hearts
break more easily than
compassionate hearts
which possess great

strength.



Wo ist dein Bruder
( : Werke. Kolner Ausgabe. vol. 10, p. 22)
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Wo ist dein Bruder
( : Werke. Kdlner Ausgabe. vol. 10, p. 22)

It is not dishonourable
to be mistaken, to fall
for deception - but it is
dishonourable to allow

this fallacy to be carried

into history as the honour
of the dead.



Es stirbt taglich Freiheit weg
( : Werke. KéIner Ausgabe. vol. 26, p. 494)
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Es stirbt taglich Freiheit weg
( : Werke. Kdlner Ausgabe. vol. 26, p. 494)

We live in a wasteful
society, wasteful society
in every respect, which
purports wastefulness to
be growth.



«Einmischung erwiinscht - Schriften zur Zeit», 1973
( : Werke. KoIner Ausgabe. Vol18, p. 190)
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«Einmischung erwiinscht - Schriften zur Zeit», 1973
( : Werke. Kolner Ausgabe. Vol18, p. 190)

Involvement is the only
way to stay
in touch with reality.



BIOGRAPHY

Heinrich Boll is born on December 21st in Cologne.
He completes his secondary school diploma in March and takes
up work in a bookshop.
In November, Heinrich Béll is drafted for work duty.
In April, Béll enrols at university. In autumn, he receives a
draft notice for military service.
Serves as a soldier in the occupation forces in Poland and France.
Transfers to Germany as a sentry.

Serves as a soldier in the occupation forces in France.

Serves as a soldier in Russia and Hungary.
Capture in April in Germany.
Birth and death of son Christoph; returns to Cologne.
Birth of son Raimund. His narration Aus der Vorzeit
(“From Prehistoric Times’) becomes his first publication
on May 3rd in the Rheinischer Merkur newspaper.
Birth of son René.
First publishing contract agreed and first book published:
Der Zug war plnktlich (“The Train Was on Time’).
Birth of son Vincent.
First invitation to a “Gruppe 47" conference, held by the German
literary group led by Hans Werner Richter in Bad Dtirkheim. B6ll
receives the group’s prize for his satirical narrative Die schwarzen
Schafe (“Black Sheep”).
Heinrich Boll chooses to move to Kiepenheuer & Witsch publishers.
The narration Nicht nur zur Weihnachtszeit
(“Not Only at Christmastime") is published.
His first novel with Kiepenheuer, Und sagte kein einziges Wort
(“And Never Said a Word"), is released.
The family moves into their own house in the Miingersdorf district
of Cologne. The novel Haus ohne Hiiter (““House Without Keepers'’)
is published; first journey to Ireland.
Das Brot der friihen Jahre (“The Bread of Those Early Years")
is published.
Das Irische Tagebuch (“Irish Journal”’) of which parts had been
printed since 1954, is published as an anthology.
Dr. Murkes gesammeltes Schweigen (“Doctor Murke’s Collected
Silences") and other pieces of satire are released.

Billard um halb zehn (“'Billiards at Half-Past Nine").

Ansichten eines Clowns (“The Clown").

Ende einer Dienstfahrt (“End of a Mission").

Boll is awarded the Georg Blichner Prize of the German

Academy for Language and Literature.

Boll is elected President of the PEN Centre Germany.

The novel Gruppenbild mit Dame (“Group Portrait with a Lady")

is published. B&ll assumes the role of President of PEN International.
Heinrich Boll is awarded the Nobel Prize for Literature.

Alexander Solschenizyn is deported to West Germany and initially
finds refuge in Boll’s house in the Eifel region. The narration Die
verlorene Ehre der Katharina Blum oder: Wie Gewalt entstehen

und wohin sie fiihren kann (“The Lost Honour of Katharina Blum:
How Violence Develops and Where It Can Lead") is published.
Berichte zur Gesinnungslage der Nation (“'Reports on the State of
the Nation’s Political Attitudes").

Annemarie and Heinrich B6ll decide to leave the Catholic Church.
Together with Giinter Grass and Carola Stern, Boll publishes L'76
magazine.

Einmischung erwiinscht. Schriften und Reden zur Zeit. (“'Involvement
Desirable: Essays on Contemporary Issues”).

First major freedom demonstration in Bonn at which

Boll appears as a speaker.

His narration developed in 1949, Das Vermachtnis (“The Legacy”),
is released by Lamuv publishers. Vermintes Gelande — essayistische
Reden und Schriften 1977-1981 (“Minefield — Essays and Speeches
1977-1981"). Death of son Raimund.

The narration Die Verwundung (“The Casualty’’) and other early
unpublished post-war texts are released by Lamuv publishers.

Ein- und Zusprtiche - gesammelten Reden und Essays der Jahre 1981-
1983 (“'Statement of Protest and Support — Collection of Speeches
and Essays 1981-1983") and Bild, Bonn, Boenisch, an analysis of the
political writings of Chancellor Helmut Kohl’s press secretary Peter
Boenisch, are published by Lamuv.

Heinrich Boll passes away on July 16th in his house in Langenbroich
in the Eifel region.
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