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Film Festival on Human Rights & Migration




Wednesday | November 1

Dar El-Nimer

7pm Inauguration of the Film Festival

Sorry | Drowned / Hussein Nakhal and David Habchy
(6 min) Arabic with English subtitles

Followed by a panel discussion & reception

Thursday | November 2

Metropolis Empire Sofil 1

6:30pm Sorry | Drowned / Hussein Nakhal and David
Habchi (6min) / Arabic with English subtitles
Followed by welcoming speeches & reception

8:15pm Reise der Hoffnung (Journey of Hope)
Xavier Koller (100min) / Turkish and English with
English subtitles

Screening followed by a 30 min Q&A with film director

Metropolis Empire Sofil 2

8:15pm Thank You for the Rain / Julia Dahr & Kisilu
Musya (87min) / English and Swabhili with English and
Arabic subtitles

Friday | November 3

Metropolis Empire Sofil 1

6pm Dead Donkeys Fear no Hyenas / Joakim
Demmer (90min) / Amharic and English with English
subtitles

Screening followed by a 30 min Q&A with film director

8:15pm Tatlit by Bu Nasser al Touffar / Saeed al
Batal (4min) / Arabic with English subtitles

Stitching Palestine / Carol Mansour (78min) / Arabic
with English subtitles
Screening followed by a 30 min Q&A with film director

Metropolis Empire Sofil 2
6pm The Boy and the Sea / Samer Ajouri (6min)
No language

La clé de la chambre a lessive / Frédéric Florey
and Floriane Devigne (72min) / French with English
subtitles

Screening followed by a 30 min Q&A with film director

8:15pm Sorry | Drowned / Hussein Nakhal and
David Habchi (6min) / Arabic with English subtitles

8 Borders 8 Days / Amanda Bailly (60min) / Arabic
with English subtitles

Saturday | November 4
Metropolis Empire Sofil 1

6pm Wandering dreams / Chadi Zeidan (24min)
Arabic, Afghani, and Dutch with English subtitles

Kaboul Song / Lisbeth Koutchoumoff & Wolgrand
Ribeiro (52min) / Persian and French with English
subtitles

8pm Voyage en barbarie (Under the Skin) Delphine
Deloget & Cécile Allegra (72min) / Arabic, Tigrinya,
and Swedish with English subtitles

Screening followed by a 30 min Q&A with film director

Metropolis Empire Sofil 2

6pm Salamat from Germany / Rami Kodeih and Una
Gunjak (17min) / Arabic with English subtitles
12 days, 12 Nights in Damascus / Roshak Ahmad

(52min) / Arabic with English subtitles
Screening followed by a 30 min Q&A with film director

8pm Im Nirgendwo (Un coeur sous la neige) Katalin
GOdros (88min) / German with French subtitles
Screening followed by a 30 min Q&A with film director

Sunday | November 5

Roxy Cinema | Hammana

7:15pm Start with Yourself / Haneen Kolab (5min) /
Arabic with English subtitles

Thank You for the Rain / Julia Dahr & Kisilu Musya
(87min) / English and Swahili with English and Arabic
subtitles

Sunday | November 5

Star Cinema-Istanbouli Theater | Nabatiyeh
7:15pm Start with Yourself / Haneen Kolab (5min) /
Arabic with English subtitles

Thank You for the Rain / Julia Dahr & Kisilu Musya
(87min) / English and Swabhili with English and Arabic
subtitles



LOCAL STRUGGLES FOR A HUMAN SOLUTION
|

Migration is only ever symptomatic. Often people find themselves migrants without wanting to,
coerced by an environment that leaves them no other choice than leaving behind the familiar.
The phenomena that cause migration are complex, multi-layered and eventually unique for each
migrant. They can be found in war and conflict, climate change, poverty, land grabbing or of even
human beings. The diverse aspects addressed in the selected movies of the festival reflect the
pressing aspects of this topic and contribute to the discussion bringing about solutions to mitigate
the causes of displacement.

In our second edition of the Almost There Film Festival on Human Rights & Migration, the Heinrich
Boll Foundation Middle East and the Embassy of Switzerland in Lebanon are delighted to share with
you a selection of shorts and feature movies. Altogether, we chose sixteen outstanding movies
from Lebanon, the Arab world, Europe and all over the world, with this year a special focus on
productions from and about Africa. We are also happy to announce that a number of film directors
accepted our invitation to Beirut and will be available for discussion after their respective films.

To begin with, we would like to invite you to the launching event taking place at Dar El-Nimer, on
Wednesday the 1st of November at 7 pm. During this evening, the animated short film Sorry |
Drowned directed by Hussein Nakhal and David Habchi and produced by Médecins Sans Frontiéres
will be screened. This film bears moving testimony to the letter of a teenage boy who lost his life
while trying to cross the sea to find a better life on the shores of the other side. Subsequently,
we will host a panel discussion that will give us the opportunity to debate the issue of migration,
responses to the surge of refugees, and Europe's policies. Most European countries hardly offer
resettlement programs and make it impossible to ask for asylum from outside. This basically forces
refugees to put their lives at the hands of criminals, and leaves people no choice other than to risk
their life in order to save it. You will also have the opportunity to ask more questions and further
continue the discussion during the reception that will follow the event.

From Thursday the 2nd to Saturday the 4th of November, you will then have the opportunity to
engage in the main part of the festival and watch a wide choice of documentaries at Metropolis
Empire Sofil, many of them followed by a Q&A with the directors. The entrance is free for all
screenings. On Sunday 5th of November, we'll be leaving Beirut and ask you to join us at 7:15pm,
in Hammana at the Roxy Cinema and at the same time, in Nabatiyeh at Star Cinema-Istanbouli
Theater.

With Thank You for the Rain by Julia Dahr and Kisilu Musya, we follow the adventure of Kisilu, a
Kenyan Farmer who goes to Paris to attend the COP21, the annual international summit on climate
change, in order to tell the world about the catastrophic changes he notices and the local impact
of global climate change. Without an answer, he comes back to his village, and decides to change
things locally, with the help of his family and his neighbors. By explaining and convincing the others,
one by one, a sacial revolution is beginning.

Migration is as old as the world. Humans always searched for where the grass is greener and the
life is better. Migration is a never-ending story with its hope for a better life and its disillusion that
often leads to death.



Journey of Hope by Xavier Koller tells the story of a family that embarks on a journey for a better
life for their children, far away from war and poverty, in Europe. No matter how much this journey
will cost this family, like many others, they will risk everything to reach their dream of the Western
Eldorado.

The movie Under the Skin (Voyage en Barbarie) by Delphine Deloget and Cécile Allegra invites us to
follow a special journey deep inside human barbarism, motivated by lure of profit. The brutal reality
of the movie raises awareness of the ongoing human trafficking in the desert of Sinai and its tragic
repercussions for the victims and their families.

Dead Donkeys Fear No Hyenas by Joakim Demmer takes us into a journalistic investigation about
speculative trade on lands in Ethiopia, a process where the lines between law and morals are often
blurred. This movie highlights how difficult and dangerous it is to investigate as a journalist when
one is going against the power of money,.

We picked two movies that help understand how memories enable migrants to handle the
traumatic experience of exile, cutting them from their roots. Kaboul Song by Lisbeth Koutchoumoff
and Wolgrand Ribeiro talks about the necessity of coming back to the homeland in order to rebuild
oneself. Stitching Palestine by Carol Mansour keeps the memories alive through the traditional
practice of stitching - offering a canvas of lives, rich, varied, multiple like the Palestinian society.

Following Roshak Ahmad's camera in 12 Days, 12 Nights in Damascus, we immerse in the Syrian
war on the side of the opposition, joining heated discussions, omnipresent fears of bombings and
their anxiety about the future. The director reminds us that war is not just a word but above all a
reality for plenty of people, involving matter-of-life decisions. In line with the protest against the
Syrian regime, Saeed al Batal uses words and music as a weapon to express his rage and anger in
Tri-bar (Tatlit by Bu Nasser al Touffar).

Wandering Dreams by Chadi Zeidan, is concerned about refugees' experiences in Germany, through
different stories of refugees from Syria, Afghanistan and Palestine.

La clé de la chambre a lessive (The Laundry Room) by Frédéric Florey and Floriane Devigne
dramatizes a more symbalic conflict behind closed doors, namely the one of the communal laundry
room. Tension appears between a symbol of typical Swiss mentality with a penchant for order and
the tenants who have been housed here by the city's social services department.

With 8 Borders, 8 Days film director Amanda Bailly accompanied a woman seeking a better future
for her children in Germany. Furthermare, The Boy and the Sea by Samer Ajouri takes us on a short
poetic sailing trip to highlight how media in conflict can become self-referential.

Salamat from Germany by Rami Kodeih and Una Gunjak is a short movie that has been screened
in the Cannes Festival in May 2017, as part of a selection of four Lebanese movies. It recounts the
story of a young Lebanese man buying himself a Syrian passport ta escape from Beirut. However,
he is not prepared for what comes along with being a Syrian refugee.












"8 Borders, 8 Days" is one woman's personal revolution in the context of one of the greatest
human rights crises of our time. Sham, a single mother of two from Syria, decides risking their
lives in a raft across the sea is safer than the present situation in Lebanon and Syria. The film
weaves between an intimate portrait of this fierce mother, and an immersive experience of
their eight-day journey in the path of a million others.

About the director

Amanda Bailly is an American director and producer. She produces visual stories with a human
rights focus, and for the last year has focused almost exclusively on the refugee crisis in the
Middle East and Europe. Previously, she worked as a video producer for Human Rights Watch
(HRW)in New York City, and continues to produce multimedia stories for advocacy organizations
from the Middle East. This is her first feature documentary.

Genre: Documentary / Original Version: Arabic with English subtitles / Duration: 60 minutes /
Cinematography: Amanda Bailly / Editing: Joseph Singer / Music Composer & Sound Designer:
Anthony Sahyoun / Colour Grading: Belal Hibri / lllustrator: Diala Brisly / Animator: Kalika
Sharma / Production: Amanda Bailly

Awards:
New-York, Independent Filmmaker Project Film Week 2016

agbailly@gmail.com
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Assad loyalists and the Free Syrian Army are locked in deadly house-to-house combat in
Damascus’ South. A young woman, Roshak Ahmad, films the battle for 12 days. The filmis a
narrative-driven documentary in the form of a war diary.

About the director

Until 2014, Roshak Ahmad worked as a freelance journalist for Deutsche Welle, Reuters, Sky
News Arabia and Al Jazeera, mainly in Damascus. In 2012/13 her scholarships financed a
documentary about life in the camp of Yarmuk (currently in post- production). She took part
in numerous training courses in the field of TV reportage, documentary and investigative
journalism in Damascus, Cairo and Istanbul and is also engaged in the Female Journalists
Network in Syria. Due to personal threats, she fled from Syria and came to Germany. Roshak is
right now attending a digital media training program at Hamburg Media Schoal.

Genre: Documentary / Original Version: Arabic with English subtitles / Duration: 53 minutes
/ Script & Cinematography: Roshak Ahmad / Editing & Sound: Stefan Dexheimer & Roshak
Ahmad / Sound Editing & Design: Ronny Bischoff / Production: DOKfilm Fernsehproduktion

c.roessner@dokfilm.de / roshakahmad@gmail.com / www.dokfilm.de
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clall ,jn.l U diirnll proall | Dead Donkeys Fear No Hyenas

J0ua pialgs Joakim Demmer
Sweden, Germany, Finland 2017

© Joakim Demmer



Around the globe, there is a massive commercial rush for farmland — the new green gold. One
of the most profitable new spots for farming is Ethiopia. Expecting high export revenues, the
Ethiopian government leases millions of hectares of allegedly unused land to foreign investors.
But the dream of prosperity has a dark side - the most massive forced evictions in modern
history, lost livelihoods of small farmers, harsh repression and a vicious spiral of violence. The
EU, the World Bank and DFID are highly contributing to this disaster by investing billions of
dollars in development projects. "Dead Donkeys Fear No Hyenas" investigates land grabbing
and its impact on people’s lives. Pursuing the truth, we meet through the movie investors,
development bureaucrats, persecuted journalists, struggling environmentalists and evicted
farmers deprived of their land helping us to gain insights from this tragic phenomenon.

About the director

Joakim Demmer was born and grew up in Sweden but currently lives in Berlin. Joakim has
dedicated the past seven years following the transformation and devastating effects of land
grabbing on the Gambela region.

Genre: Documentary / Original Version: Amharic and English with English subtitles / Duration:
80 minutes / Script: Joakim Demmer / Cinematography: Joakim Demmer, Ute Freund, Zeb
Davidsson, Mark Barrs & Peter Bolte / Editing: Stefan Sundlof & Frank Brummundt / Sound
Editing & Design: Janne Laine / Producer: Margarete Jangard - WG Film / Co-Producers:
Heino Deckert - Ma.ja.de Produktions, John Webster - JW Documentaries

Awards: one of the 15 films shortlisted by the European Film Academy for the Best Documentary
2017 Award; nominated for the Prix Europa 2017 TV Documentary Award; Green Tenacity
Award winner, San Francisco Green Film Festival.

glynnis@wgfilm.com / www.deaddonkeysfearnohyenas.com
|
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Im Nirgendwo (Un coeur sous la neige) | alill claiala

uugjage (ulila Katalin Godros
Switzerland 2016 ‘”



In front of an alpine hut in the Bernese Oberland lies the body of an unidentified African.
Quick-witted reporter Charlotte is sent to investigate the case, initially against her will, but
soon becomes embroiled in @ maelstrom of information and conflicting theories. Intrigued by
the sheer number of uncertainties, the hard-boiled reporter becomes personally involved —
not only because during her enquiries she realised that she met the deceased on the streets
of Bern just a couple of days before, but also because the article forces her to remember her
own missing daughter. Im Nirgendwo is a gripping TV drama about the handling of foreigners
and the deep need for belonging.

About the director

Katalin Godros was born in 1969 in Zirich, Switzerland. Since 1992, she produces short
films and develops projects for feature-length fiction films. Since 2005, Katalin also works as
director, co-author and plans screenplays and series. She is a director and producer, known for
"Songs of Love" and "Hate" (2010), "Mutants" (2002) and "Im Nirgendwo" (2016).

Genre: Fiction / Original Version: German with French subtitles / Duration: 88 minutes / Editing
& Sound: Dagmar Lichius / Music composer: Balz Bachmann / Production: Anita Wasser &
Susann Henggeler
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JaHla aiéi | Kaboul Song

gpu) ailpelgg wagnguinigh crujul Lisbeth Koutchoumoff & Wolgrand Ribeiro
Switzerland 2014
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After almost twenty years of exile in Switzerland, Afghan music star Ustad Arman goes back
to Kabul in order to take part as a judge in the hugely popular musical reality show "Afghan
Star”. Behind the facade of a show whose aim is to help people forget the harsh and violent
reality of a war that seems to go on forever, the emission bears in itself a clear political project:
the show is mainly a by-product of the so-called Pax Americana. Painfully aware of what is
going on in his country, Ustad Arman accepts to make the long trip back. As the last keeper
of the flame of the Afghan traditional musical heritage, he wants for this history to remain go
on. He wants to bestow it upon pass it on the younger generations, because more than thirty
years of war have almost destroyed the memory of what once was Afghan music. It is with
mixed feelings that Ustad Arman sets foot on his beloved homeland, trying to revive a very
important part of the Afghan cultural legacy while haunted by memories of loss and longing.

About the director

Lisbeth Koutchoumoff was born in 1969 in Brussels, Belgium. After graduating with a Master
in Social Law, she obtained a post-graduate degree in Law of artistic property, patents and
trademark rights from Sorbonne University, Paris and she works currently as journalist.

Wolgrand Ribeiro was born in 1971 in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. He studied Communication and
Journalism at UER] (University of Rio de Janeiro). Since 1995, he lives in Switzerland and works
as ajournalist, photographer and director.

Genre: Documentary / Original Version: Persian and French with English subtitles / Duration:
52 minutes / Script & Cinematography: Lisbeth Koutchoumoff, Wolgrang Ribeiro / Sound:
Wolgrand Ribeiro / Editing: Stéphane Darioly / Production: David Rihs (Point Prod)

info@pointprod.ch
|
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The key to the communal laundry room in the block of flats on the Rue de Genéve 85 in
Lausanne serves a much greater function than merely unlocking the door. This encounter
between a symbol of typical Swiss mentality with a penchant for order and the tenants who
have been housed here by the city's social services department is not something to be taken
for granted. Although the laundry room is normally located in the cellar, the tenants in this
building share a tiny laundry room in a hall because the cellar is reserved for prostitution. To
maintain order and cleanliness, the landlord hires Claudina, a new "laundry woman".

About the directors

Floriane Devigne is an actress and director, known for “La baite a tartines' (2007) and “Une
place au soleil'(2013). Barnin 1971 in Geneva, Frédéric Florey graduated in film from the Ecole
supérieure des beaux-arts in Geneva (ESBAG). He has already made several short films, such as
"Amotmalies’’ (2007), and documentaries, including “Terres promises' (2006) and “Les Saisons
de Marie-Thérése Chappaz'(2009).

Genre: Documentary / Original Version: French with English subtitles / Duration: 72 minutes /
Script: Floriane Devigne & Fredéric Florey / Cinematography: Frédéric Florey / Editing & Sound:
Monique Dartonne / Sound Editing & Design: Etienne Curchod / Production: Alina film (Suisse),
L'oeil sauvage (France)

Awards: Grand Prix SRG SSR, Festival Visions du réel, Nyon; Prix de la Diversité, Festival Traces
de Vies; Best film Award, International Human Rights Documentary Film Festival “Inconvenient
Films', Vilnius.

www.alinafilm.com / info@alinafilm.com
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This movie is the story of a Turkish couple, Haydar and Meryem, who start their “Journey of
Hope” from a small village in the mountains of South-East Turkey in September 1988. They
are taking with them their 7 year-old son Mehmet Ali, who is the brightest of their eight
children. This journey is meant to take them from their poor country into rich Switzerland. The
family has sold their house and their farm in order to finance the trip into what is supposed to
be Paradise. And that will turn into a nightmare...

About the director

Born in 1944 in Schwyz, Switzerland and trained as precision engineer, Xavier Koller attended
the Theatre Academy of Zurich and worked thereafter several years as an actor. In 1984, he
co-founded Catpics AG, an independent production firm. Since 1991 he lives and works in Los
Angeles.

Genre: Fiction / Original Version: Turkish and English with English subtitles / Duration: 100
minutes

Script & Cinematography: Xavier Koller & Feride Cicekoglu / Editing & Sound: Daniel Gibel

Art Direction: Kathrin Brunner-Schwer / Production: Catpics AG, Alfi Sinnigerin

Awards: Los Angeles, Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences; Oscar for Best Foreign
Language Film, Academy Awards 1991; Locarno, Int. Filmfestival Locarno, Bronzener Leopard,
1990.

www.catpics.ch
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Journey of Hope | Jolll dla)

Xavier Koller pilga puiala
Switzerland, Italy, Germany 1990




Desperate to escape Lebanon and to settle in Europe, Lillo buys himself a Syrian passport
and is ready to appropriate the Syrian identity in order to obtain asylum. However, what
he might not yet be ready for is everything that comes along with being a Syrian refugee
today. "Salamat from Germany” was screened at the 2017 Cannes Film Festival, opening the
Director’s Fortnight, and produced by Lebanon Factory (LFF).

About the directors

Rami Kodeih was born in Beirut. His first feature film project was selected for the Sundance
Feature Film Lab and Berlinale Talents and was also a finalist in HBO's screenwriting
competition. His filmography includes: "Maki & Zorra'" (2017), "Wheels of War’ (2015; Best
Documentary at BIFF; Arab Film Festival Zurich), “The Mill" (2010; Namur Film Festival; Second
Prize Lebanese Film Festival).

Una Gunjak was born and raised in Sarajevo, Bosnia and Herzegovina. She graduated in Film
Studies at the Universita degli Studi di Torino and then went to attend the National Film and
TV School in the UK where she obtained an MA in Film Editing. In her previous lives, Una has
extensively worked as film editor on feature films and documentaries, and has occasionally
directed commercials.

Genre: Short movie / Original Version: Arabic with English subtitles / Duration: 17 minutes /
Script: Rami Kodeih & Una Gunjak / Cinematography: Karim Ghorayeb / Editing: Maria Malek /
Sound Mixing: Rawad Hobeika / Sound Editing & Design: Lama Sawaya / Art Direction: Nadine
Ghanem / Production: Lebanon Factory - Abboutproduction

Awards: Palmares Festival International du Film Francophone de Namur 2017, prix special du
Jury; Festival du Court Métrage Méditerraneen de Tanger, Prix du 1er role masculin.

badih@abboutproductions.com
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Cdpé il cawl | Sorry | Drowned

17 ataylag Jlai grwa Hussein Nakhal & David Habchi
Lebanon 2017




The world has catastrophically failed at helping millions of people fleeing war, persecution and
despair. Calculating politics won out over moral and legal obligations to offer protection and
assistance to those in need. Like a contagious disease, walls, fences and restrictive border
measures rampantly spread causing countless thousands of people to die on land or in the
sea. This short animated film “Sorry | Drowned", created by the Beirut-based Studio Kawakeb
and Médecins Sans Frontiéres (MSF), is inspired by a letter allegedly found on the body of
someone who drowned in the Mediterranean Sea due to the prevailing cynical politics of our
day. While we may not know of the truth behind who wrote the letter, we do know that what
it depicts is real. This reality cannot continue.

About the directors

David Habchy is a Beirut-based visual artist born in the Northern Bekaa region of Lebanon.
After completing his studies in computer graphics and animation in 2003, David taught
animation and illustration courses at NDU, Louaize. He has published numerous illustrated
children's books and executed over 35 projects. David is cofounder of Waraq association (2012)
and Kawakeb (2015) a visual arts studio.

Bornin 1989, Hussein Nakhal is a BA graduate of performing arts and biology at the Lebanese
University. In 2011 he started working with NGO's as a theater instructor for refugees, part
of their psycho-social program. Together with David Habchy, Hussein cofounded Waraq
association in 2012 and Studio Kawakeb in 2015.

Genre: Short animation movie / Original Version: Arabic with English subtitles / Duration:
6.5 minutes / Script: Unknown / Directed by: Hussein Nakhal & David Habchy / Visual and
Animation: Hussein Nakhal, David Habchy & Christina Skay (Studio Kawakeb) / Assistant
Animator: Roy Khawand / Music: Samer Saem EI Daher (Hello Psychaleppo) / Sound Design:
Lama Sawaya (DB Studio) / Voice Recording: Jawad Chaaban (One Hertz Studio) / Vioice Over:
Jehan Bseiso / Production: Médecins Sans Frontieres

MenaCommBeirut@msf.org
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Start With Yourself | ¢




Encouraging individual change in order to trigger a societal transition, "Start with Yourself” is
a short environmental film made by Arab Youth Climate Movement AYCM - Palestine within
the "Promoting Environmental Awareness through Environmental Media" project, funded by
Heinrich Boll Stiftung Palestine & Jordan.

About the director

Haneen Kolabis a Palestinian filmmaker who was born on 27 September 1980 and who holds
a BScin Movie Making. Haneen works as a Program Officer at al-Watan radio and looks back to
more than 8 years of experience as a film director specialized in documentaries. She received
many local and international awards, among others the Slavianska Prikazka Award from the
International Film Festival 2017 in Sofia for the film “Lilah Farah'

Genre: Short environmental film / Original Version: Arabic with English subtitles / Duration:
5 minutes / Script & Cinematography: Haneen Kolab / Editing & Sound: Mohammad Al
Masary Sound Editing & Design: Mohammad Al Masary / Art Direction: Fathi Omer Masary /
Production: Arab Youth Climate Movement (AYCM) Palestine

Ahmad Abu Safieh, National Coordinator AYCN. aycmpal@gmail.com / www.aycm.org
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Twelve Palestinian women sit before us and talk about their life before the diaspora, about
their memories, and about their identity. Their narratives are connected by the enduring
thread of the ancient art of embroidery.

Twelve resilient, determined and eloquent women from disparate paths of life: lawyers, artists,
housewives, activists, architects, and politicians stitch together the story of their homeland,
of their dispossession, and of their unwavering determination that justice will prevail.
Through their stories, the individual weaves into the collective, yet remaining distinctly
personal.

Twelve women, twelve life-spans and stories from Palestine; a land whose position was fixed
on the map of the world, but is now embroidered on its face.

About the director

Carol Mansour is an independent documentary Lebanese film maker of Palestinian origin.
She founded Forward Film Production in 2000 in Beirut, Lebanon. With over 25 years in
documentary production, Mansour has covered the world from Sri Lanka to Lebanon to
Uzbekistan. She has achieved international recognition and honor for her films, with over fifty
film festival screenings and official selections worldwide.

Genre: Documentary / Original Version: Arabic with English subtitles / Duration: 78 minutes
/ Research: Muna Khalidi / Editing: Carol Mansour / Text: Sahar Mandour / Embroidery
camera: Tala Khoury / Graphics: Fourate Chahal / Color & Sound correction: Marwan Ziadeh /
Production: Forward Film Production

munakhalidi@fwdprod.com / cmansour@fwdprod.com / www.forwardfilmproduction.com
|
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Stitching Palestine | apwll hgia

Carol Mansour jgnin Jgjla
Lebanon 2017




The short movie comes from the besieged Eastern Ghouta and came to life with the
participation of the people of Douma. For this video, to see the light means that all the barriers
of injustice, siege, bombardment and airstrikes cannot prevent this song from reaching its
people and leave its mark.

“Meen?” (Who?) is the question that Douma'’s families ask again to themselves, to us, and to
the world, on the beat of Bu Nasser's song, sending greetings from Douma to Bekaa and from
there to Beirut and Lebanon.

“Meen?" (Who?) every time you ask this question you get a step closer to the truth.

About the director
Saeed Al Batal is an activist and photographer from East Ghouta, living now in Beirut. Saeed
al-Batal's work explores the feeling of never knowing when — or if — you will return.

Genre: Short movie / Original Version: Arabic with English subtitles / Duration: 4.3 minutes
Editing & Sound: Saeed el Batal & Raya Yamisha / Sound Editing & Design: Monma & Bo
Nasser Al Touffar / Art Direction: Saeed el Batal / Production: Bidayyat for Audiovisual Arts /
Translation to English: Nadine Elali

Ighdh2012@gmail.com
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Tatlit by Bu Nasser al Touffar (Tri-Bar) | jlalll pnli gy J cuelii

Saeed al Batal (Jladll a1ow
Syria 2016




Five years ago Kisilu, a Kenyan farmer, started to use his camera to capture the life of his
family, his village and the damages of climate change. When a violent storm throws him and
a Norwegian filmmaker together we see him turn from a father into a community leader and
activist on the global stage. "It is the greatest injustice of our time and age that those who
did nothing to cause climate change are first and hardest hit, whilst we who have done most
to cause the greenhouse effect are hit last and least. In “Thank You For The Rain” we see the
frontlines in the battle against climate change. 'Thank You For The Rain"should be a wakeup
call for all" - Jan Egeland (Co-chair of the UN High Level Panel for Global Climate Services,
2009-10).

About the directors

Director Julia Dahr is a Norwegian director and producer who is passionate about character
driven stories that can raise attention about social and environmental issues in a new way,
challenge stereotypes and create an impact. In 2015 she was nominated for the Grierson
award and was listed by Forbes as one of the top 30 under 30 year olds that is ‘driving and
defining the world of media:

Kisilu Musya is farmer from Mutomo, South East Kenya. For the last 5 years he has been filming
in the area with camcorders and mobile phones to capture the life of his family, his village and
the impacts of climate change. Kisilu is a tree planter and research farmer that explores new
farming techniques and is also an informal community leader with the drive and motivation to
bring the community together to find common solutions on how to tackle climate change and
other challenges.

Genre: Feature Documentary / Original Version: English and Swahili with English subtitles /
Duration: 87 minutes / Editing & Sound: Chris White / Editing: Adam Thomas / Producer: Hugh
Hartford

Awards: Awards Best Feature Documentary; FICMEC 2017 (Spain). In competition at: CPH/
DOX (Denmark); Hot Dacs (Canada); Sheffield Doc/Fest (United Kingdom).
hugh@banyak.co.uk / www.thankyoufortherain.com
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jaulig algll | The Boy and theSea




The story did not begin with the worldwide TV snatched image of the Syrian child Aylan,
thrown on the Turkish shores by the waves, and it definitely did not end with it. Once upon a
time there was a boy who had joy in drawing the sea. One day, into the bottom of the sea he
dove, in hope of escaping war and misery. Alas, he found himself trapped amongst swarms of
screens that distorted his image and stole his story. No, the story did not end, images are still
flowing and the world is still watching.

About the director

Samer Ajouri was barn in 1977 in Damascus. He studied video editing and visual effects in
Syria. He has worked as an art director with many media production houses on music videos,
commercials, experimental video art and animated graphics.

Genre: Short animation film / Original Version: No language / Duration: 6 minutes / Script
& Cinematography: Samer Ajouri / Editing & Sound: Samer Ajouri / Sound Editing & Design:
Samer Ajouri  / Art Direction: Samer Ajouri / Production: Bidayyat for Audiovisual Arts
Audiovisual Arts

Awards: Official selection of the Muhr Short Competition at the Dubai International Film
Festival, 2016.

samer.ajouri@gmail.com / www.bidayyat.org
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They are called Robel, Germay, Filmon and Halefom, they come from Eritrea and have been
captured, ransomed, tortured and they have survived the Sinai torture camps. Through their
words, in the intimacy of their rooms, the film draws their long trip through barbarism, an
experience that has left traces on each of the boys' body and soul. From Cairo to Stockholm,
wherever he founds a shelter, every survivor experiences a nightmarish mental exile that
"Under the Skin" explores carefully. Delphine Deloget and Cécile Allegra just won France's
major journalistic prize, the Albert Londres, for this long feature documentary on human
trafficking in Sinai.

About the directors

Delphine Deloget and Cecile Allegra are two French filmmakers. Delphine Deloget has directed
"Who remembers Minik’, 2003 (short documentary); "West of Mongolia’, 2004; "No London
Today', 2008; "Brassens et la Jeanne', 2011 and "Santa Klaus & the cow-boy" (short film), 2012.
Cécile has directed "Haiti the wounded nation’; 2010 (long-feature documentary); “The Squad',
2011 (long-feature documentary, Cinétévée); "A childwood at work', 2013, among other
documentaries.

Genre: Documentary / Original Version: Arabic, Tigrinya, andSwedish with English subtitles /
Duration: 72 minutes / Script & Cinematography: Delphine Deloget & Cécile Allegra / Editing &
Sound: Delphine Deloget / Sound Editing & Design: César Mamoudy / Art Direction: Delphine
Deloget & Cécile Allegra / Production: MEMENTO

Awards: Prix Albert Londres 2015; Prix Olivier Quemener-RSF 2015 of FIGRA, Festival
International du Grand Reportage dActualité et du Documentaire de Société; PRIMED,
International Price for the Mediterranean documentary and reportage; Best documentary, New
York City international film festival.

cecile.allegra@gmail.com / www.voyageenbarbarie.wordpress.com
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Voyage en barbarie (Under the Skin)
alall Gaj

Delphine Deloget & Cécile Allegra I a1t luwg aréghia gralia
France 2015
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The film sheds the light on refugees' experiences in Germany, through different stories of
refugees from Syria, Afghanistan and Palestine. The film shows the difficulties the Refugees
struggled with in order to make a living, build their lives in Europe, everyone through his/her
own experience.

About the director

Chadi Zeidan is a director, writer and producer, born in Tyre, Lebanon, with 16 career years
experience. He holds a Master degree in TV Production. He is a member in the Syndicate of
Cinema Technicians in Lebanon. Zeidan wrote and directed many short feature films. In addition
to both short and feature documentaries, Zeidan has also made short dramas, music videos
and feature film dramas both locally and internationally. His films received international and
local awards in many festivals.

Genre: short documentary / Original Version: Arabic, Afghani and Dutch with English subtitles /
Film Run: 24 minutes / Script & Cinematography: Shadi Zeidan / Editing & Sound: Shadi Zeidan
/' Sound Editing & Design: Shadi Zeidan / Production: Murex Media Production

Awards: Lebanese Cinema and TV festival, Lebanon 2015 ; Festival international documentaire
des droits de 'homme Galmim, Morocco 2016 ; Al Ghadeer Media Festival, Irag 2016

zshadi_2@yahoo.com
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